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NATIONAL TRIBUNE HEADOUARTERS,

THE NATIONAL TRIBUNE Headquar-
ters at Chicago during the National En-
campment will be in Parlor K, Palmer
Honse, and all comrades, their wives and
famifies are cordially invited to call and
make themselves at home. They can
make appointments to meet their friends
there, and have their mail sent to that room
in our cara.

DOARD OF PENSION AVPFALS,

The Bill 1o establish n Court of Pension
Appeals is now ecmpleted, and will be in-
troduced into the House boefore adjourn-
ment. I is vory earefully drawn, and pro-
vides for an independent Court of full pow-
ers. Unfortunately it was too late for pas-
sage at thils session.

Tue Administration is acling as if sin-
eerely in earnest that no guilty man shall
escape in Cuba.

SpxaTorR GALLINGER was defeated in
another echeme to fasten a costly commis-
gion on the Treasury. He was sharply
geored by some of his brother Senators.

t

Tur Times of Carrol), Town, is doing a
good and patriotic thing in publishing
sgketehies of the veterans of its neighbor-
hood. This vivifies and makes real in the
minds of the present generation the history
of the awful struggle of 1861-5, 1

Jim Corpert wants to break away from
the saloon husiness, the vsual voeation af
defeated pugilists, and come to Congress,
He thinks bhis talent for tireless talking
onght to win him §5,000 a year and per-
quisites,

Acrixe Dmecron oF ToE Ponts
Bristow feels confident that the extent of
the Coban steal will be between 80,000
and $100,000, independent of how many

of the $400,000 worth of surcharsed
stnmps Neely may have used. Neels's
methods were simplicity itself. He kept

one-half of all the money he reeceived. 1

= thut the States enn make war on the Goy-

CouyiEsioser Evaxs lad every rea-
son to be alarmed by Representative
Miers's resolution of inguiry. There are .
matters connected with that Chicago raid
thut are unprintable, and if they should
come to the knowledge of the country
wonld make too heavy a load for the
Commissioner to carry.

Ix spite of the earnest remonstrances
of cvery voteran in the House of Repre-
sentatives, Speaker Henderson  deter-
mined that the IHouse should sit on Me-
marial Day, and it Jdid sit, though it
tried 1o “take the cuss off” by an hour
or two given to the passage of private
pension bills, There was positively no ex-
cuse for this. There was no imperative
necessity for adjourning June 6. A day
later wonld have made little differcnee,
ar night sessions might have been Leld.
Of all bodies, the House of Representa-
tives should be the most exemplary in
paying respect to the National Sabbath.
The Senate adjourned.

Tuene is enough in the Listory of Rus-
sia to worrant the belief that the dis-
turbances in China are the vesult of her
machinationsn, Ieér favorite method of
arquiring Gerritory is to stir up troubles
in a country upon which she hus designs,
and then send her troops in to preserve
the peace. Bhe has done this for centor-
fes in the Crimen, in the Valley of the
Danube, and Asin Minor, and by it gained
all the territory she has around the Black
Sen, the Caspian, and in Centrnl Asin.
She now wants to sond troeps inte Ching
order. If she once gots
army there, and secures a predominating
Influence, the whole country will quickly
become hers,

to restore nn

Our Government is acting
wisely and promptly in baving s repre-

scuted at Pekin by an armed force,
bl gaame g

Torpe eame near being an exposure
which would have shocked the country, in
the Honse last Monday, when Represen-
tative Miers, of Indiana, insisted on the
adoption of his resolution of inquiry into
the procecdings of Special Examiners
Goodlove and others, during the investi-
gntion of the pensiowers at Chicago last
Fall. If the resolution had gone throngh
thoere wonld have been some startling de-
velopments.  Speaker Henderson was in-
formed of the danger, vailied his forees,
-and cut off debate by a technieal ruling,
leaving the resolution in the hauds of the
Committee on Invalid Pensions, The vote
upon the considerntion of the resolution
was 114 to 131—a pretty close shuve.

eSS il

MASSACHUSETTS refuses to abolish the
death pennlty. She wants wen who dis-
like to be killed themselves o refrnin

mushy proponents
fundamental considerations,
as to whom the flugs should be retormed.
Certainly not to the States, for the States

ment did any officer of the United States,
from President Lineoln down to n Sgee-
ond Licutenant, cver recoguize that any
State was at war with the United States,
or that the men in the rebiel nrmy wore
there in obedience to their State’s orders.
From first to Iast the relels were treated
as individnals, and unlawful combinations
of individunls.
status than Deb's combinations for riet at
Cliicago,
ceaged 1o exist, there is no one to retonrn
the flags 1o,
Stntes would be to overturn the whole

ernment.
cession view that it was “a war between

Union man who took up arms for the
Government as a traitor to his State,

recvive the flags, and as the organizations
which formerly owed the banners have
long since ceased to exist, what right has
any individnal, or any pumber of individ-
pale, to whut was once common propesty ?
An illegal organization ean have no lezal
helrs, administrators or assigns,
nobody that the flngs can be properly re
turned to,

publicly parading in any way these hate-
ful emblems of a direful culumity wirk-
edly precipitated upon o peaesful country ?
Why not let them rot in oblivien?

wor seems to indicate what many people
have believed from the first—that the two
Ignemnt
graspesl power, and used it for their own

self-agerandizement, and without thonglt

quently, ontzide of these rings, the people

altorneys.

continuanee in ofMce,

the controversy.

wiches of the majority,

regular meeting introduce and act upon a

continnance in the office.

President in some such forin ns this:

No.

To the President of the United States.
adopted by a vote of ———— cordially
posing) his contingance in the ofllice,

Attest:

. Adjutant,

TIONAL TrRMCSE be notlfied of the Post’s

your Post, and secure action upon it.

campments, were controlled by pension sttorneys.

make in hopes that it would not be necessary to make it

When the resolution is acted upon, le

ITesdgnarters
, Department of

Sir: At a regular mecting of this ost, hield on

for immediate action pressing, that you bring this up at the very next meeting of

APPEAL TO THE PRESIDENT. "
An Open Letler to the Posts of the Gramd Army of the Republic,

Coxnanes: Ever sinee Mr. Evans’s entry into office he and his friends have
persistently claimed that his conrse Las received the approval of the great mass
of the Grand Army of the Republie, and that all the feeling against him existed
among a small proportion of chronic grumblers, fomented and enconraged by claim
He has filled the public prints with statements to this effect, not Lesi-

tating to charge that the Department Eucampments, and even the National En-

It is believed that he has sue-

ceeded in impressing the President with this fdea.

Now there is one Inst resort left to us—one appeal which we have hesitated to

Tt i= to make a poll of

the Posts of the whole Order, and have them say directly fo the President, whether

or not they approve of the Commissioner of Pensions and his course, and desire Lis
If the Posts will do this at onee it will brinz the malter to an issue and decide
Toe Namoxan Trinexe at least, will cheerfully aceept the de-

cision, whichever way it may be, and do all in its power to carry ont the expressed

Our plan is this: Let every Pust in the Grand Army of the Repulilic nt its nest

resolution framed something like this:

Regaleed, That this Post eordially approves (or disappreves) of the manige-
ment of the Pension Burean by Mr. Henry Clay Evans, and desires (or opposes) his

L it be at once formally cortified to the

— ]'ll'-‘t.
G. AL R,

]

(Name of town and dote)

» A Tesonlution wis
approving (or disapproving) of the nd-

ministration of the Pension Burean by Mr. Heary Clay Evaons, and desiring (ar op-

Lommander,

At the same time that thie communieation is sent to the President, 1ot Tone Na-

action,

Now, comrades, Iet us urge upon you, as the Hme is short, aud the necessity

Remember that eeery Post not heard from will Le connted in faror of Evens.

Yours, in 17, ¢, and L.,
Toe Nariosar TRipusE.

«%e No matier if you have done this before, do it again, 1o make solid moks.

THE REBEL FLAGS

Again there is a reerndesecuce of the re-
urn of the rebel battle-flags. The gushy-
forget some

The first is

YOy

wever were in rebellion. Not for a mo-

They had no more legal

These combinations having

To give them back to the
ogzic of the war, and make the admission
It wonld Ye to legalize the se-

he States,” and 1o brand every Sonthoern

As the Stutes can not and should not

1'}"'"‘ i'}

And what ean be the possible good of

Tor humilinting ending of the Boer

Republics have been vuled by a brotal,
little  oligirchy, who have

or care for the people at large. Conse-
have never had any real heart In the
struzzle. They saw in it merely a ques-
tion of whether Kroger and Lis crowd
should grab all the |-p.m-.--lu of the gold
mines, or whether men under British pro-
tection should bave it. Between the two,
they saw that they wonld have more free-
dom and miore rights under the British
rule, and therefore they hal po soul in
the war. Nothing else will explain the
astonishing flattesing oot of ull resistance.
It is not in accordanee with the character
the Duteh hiave maintained for eenturies,
They are as brave, stubborn snd pugnne-
ions people as there Is Jo the world, and
if their hearts had beca really in the war
they would have fought Roberts with a
determination that would have worn ont
his army, no matter how numerons it had
been., To understand this one has only to
reenll bow the Duteh fought the oyer-
whelming Spanish foree from  dyke to
dyke for SO years, practically destroyed
the Spauish navy, and hombled that of
Great Brituin, But the Boers are not
going to Hzht for a stopid and greedy ring
of oligarchs, who were out-gencraled at
every point the mowent that Great Drit-
ain put a first-class man in control of nf-
fuirs. The average Boer did not see any
renson why he should fight to the death
merely to il the pockets of Oom DPaul
and his crowd. He could sell his eattle
and swoul to gquite ns good advantnge to
the Ultlanders, aud so he shoaldered his

The Methodist Episcopnl Church has
honored ftself by the cletion of 0 very
good comrade of thé Grand Army of the
Republie, as well as g sincere Christinn
and a most eloquent pulpit orntor n
Bishop. Bishop Diavid . Moore, of Cin-
cinnati, 0., who wos electid nt the pecent
Cuadrenninl  Conference,
Athens, O., in 1838, and graduated from
the Ohio University in 1860, He was sta-
tioned at Marietta, O., in 1861, aml in
INGZ raized a company for the 87th Olio.
He was captured at Harpers Forry, bot
upon being exchanged helped organize the
125th Oliv, of which regiment he rose to
be Liemtenant-Colonel, and commanded it
in many battles. He resigned Sept. 20,
1564, and returned to his ministerial du-
tics. e has seived as President of the
Wesleyan College for Women at Cinvin-
nati, as Chanecellor-President of the Colo-
rade Seminary, as Chancellor of the Uni-
versity of Denver, and in 15854 was elected
editor of the Western Christion Adrocule,
which position he has Leld ever sinee. Tle
is m genial, lovable, populdr mwan, aml re-
garded as one of the first orators of the
country. He belongs to one of the Homil-
ton County Posts,

Durnixa the recent Annual Convention
of the United Confederate Veteraus at
Lonisville, $3.200 were raised for the mom-
minent to Jefl Davis ot Richmond, Yot
the City of Washington remnins without
a monument to the private soldiers and
sailors of the TUnion, who defeated Joff
Davis, and saved the country from dis-
solution.

wns born near

Brrrisi gnod taste affected to e ser-
iously shocked by our vejoicing over wliip-
ping such an inferior enomy as Npain,
How about the taste of the present re-
Joicings?

— e

THEY have woman s rights in full flwer
in the Philippines. The women boss the
ranch, and none of the men dares do any-
thing of importance until he oo home sned
tells his wife about it. The women 20
around the country, attend to polities and
other things, while the men stuy ot home.
mind the ehildren, and do whitever work
i done. The women smoke cigars, chew
betet nut, and can expeotornte with the
volume sind aceumes of the st tulented
fue-cut in this country. Re-
cently a young Indy, very handsome and
clad in sitk and laces, but wouring only
slippers, callid on some of our officers on
bisiness.  She dropped her fan, and picked
It up gracefully with ber toes.

chewers

Cireumstantial evidence is nlways e
ceived with doubt, Lut it eally seems as
it Agminaldo has' been severely wonnded,
if not Killed. Tor Abe fiest tinie sine the
beginning of the Tagal rebellion there Is
an acvount of  Aguinaldo
resich of onr ritfles,

being  within
Then it was only be-
cause he had been vigoreusly run Jdown
by Maj. March, with a detschment of the
334 UL 8. Vols,, who suececded in SUrpris-
ing him in his ecamp, in the monntains,
ubout 100 miles northeast of Vigan, May
19.  An officer brying to rally a pariy 1;f
Filipinos was fired on, and ol from his
richly-caparisoncd horse. The horse was
captured, and found to be carrying a quan-
tity of Amuinaldo’s private and publie
papers.  Vigorous pursnit failed 1o come
up with those bearing off the body, but pe-
ports later came of o party of natives Je-
scending the river with o raft on which
was a litter containing n body covered
with palin leaves. It is felt cortuin 1o
have been either Aguinaldo or his Adju-
taut.

APPARENTLY, the influence ':pf the
German, French anid Bolgrinn NOWEPIAPOrsS
eomes cheaply. Tolegrams from  Bruse
sells say that Dr. Levds has been gotting

Martizi and went back to Lis flocks and

from Kkilling others.

bends,

the bizgest ones for from $100 to $125 a
week.

DEATH OF PAST COMMANDER-IN-
CHIEF REA,

Again ‘the Grand Army of the Repnb-
lie is called upon to monrn the death of
one of its mogt eniinent members, and a
cemrade who had been identified with it
from its organization, who was a tircless
anid enthusinstic worker for its well-being,
and who ‘had been honored by it with ad-
vancement to the Lighest position in its
gift. =

Past Commander-in-Chief John T. Rea
died at his heme in Minpeapolis, May 28,
of cirrhosis of the arteries. He had becn
ill for some months, and greatly troubled
with rhenmatism, which treatment at
West Baden Springs fuiled to relieve.

Comrade John Patterson Rea was born
Pa., Oct. 13, 1840, gnd
came of distingnished Revolutionary an-
vestry.  Ile went to Ohbio to altend eol-
lexe, but promptly enlisted in Co. B, 11th
Ohio, in the first enll. After his discharge
he helped raise ("o, 1. 1st Ohio Cav., and
was eommissioned a Second Lieutenant in

in Chester 0a,,

it. He served three years in this regi-
ment, rising 1o be Captain, and being
brovetted Major for galluntry in action at
Cleveland, Tenn, When mustered ont he
was the sewior Captoin of his regiment,
amd bad a splendid record for faithiful ser-
viee and bravery. Returning to Ohio, he
re-enteeed the Ohio Weslevan University
ut Delaware, 0., and graduated in 1867,
at the head of his elass. Tle was aidmitted
to the bar, and went to Laneaster, Pa., to
While there he helped organize
H. Thomas Post, anud becampe its
President Grant appointed
Litn Assessor of Internal Revenue for the
Ninth Distriet of enusyleanin.

In 1876 he went to Minneapoliz, to be-
vome editor of the Minneapolis Tribuae,
which position Le held a year, and then
returned (o the practice of the las, which
he continnod eyer afterwand, except when

practice,
(30,

Commangder,

sitting on the beneh, and achieved a fine
position in the Minnesota bar. e was
twice elected Probate Judze, amd declined
a third term, amd served four years as
Judge of the Fourth Jndicinl District. Tle
wis earnest in G, A, R, wark, boeame
Commander of his Post, Junior Viee Com-
mander, and Commaunder of the Depart-
ciint of Minnesota, wis elected Senjor
Viee Commander-in-Clhief of the Grand
Army of the Republic in 1884, and Com-
mander-in-Chief in 1887, IIe was pres-
ent at every Encampment, lh-nhﬁmvnt or
National, and took: the liveliest interest in
all the profbedings,

Judge Bea's renminsg woere to bhe re-
moved on ‘the evening of Moy 30 to his
old home i Laneagter Co, o, and after
the NMemorinl Tiay services at the Exposi-
tion Building in Mieneapolis a lirge nom-
Lber of vomrades and friends gathered ar
his lnte home on Nieollet Island to pay
their Inst teibute over his body.

It was then realized forcibly that for
the first tijpe sines the institntion of Me-
morial Day the wice of Commanider Juhl!
I'. Rea was silent, for he had always felt
it o dutly to respond to ealls for lis sers
viees ns n speakers for he had the gift of
impressing awdiences by Lig sympathetic,
thougltful uvtteranees nlways worthy of
the aceasion.

The servicey at the residence were un-
der the charge of Morgan Post,

Fervent amd eloquent addresses  were
wade by Judge William Twchiren as the
representative of the Loyal Legion and
Ly Judge Henry Go Heeks for the Grand
Army. A gnand composed of members of
the 13t Minn, National Guard, who had
been in serviee in Maunila, escorted the
hody to the depot. Co. A of that reginent
Iad been organized by Comrade Rea some
20 years previously, and he had served as
its first Captain. The remning were taken
to Pennsylvania by Mre, Rlea and her sis-
ter-in-law, Mre. Gonld, and on reaching
Philadelphin they were met by Adji't-Gen,
T, J. Stewart, representing  National
Hendguarters, G. A, I Past Command-
crs-in-Chicf Wagner and Beath, Depart-
ment Commander Jas, 9. Morison, Dhe-
partisent Chaplain Jolin \W. Sayers, Gen.
St Clair A, Mulholland, Col. A. C. DBer-
brehill and others,

A miformed guard from severnl Posts
pecompanied the bearse, the casket being
coversd by the flag, to the Pennsylvania
ailrogd station.

On reaching Tanenster the remnins wore
taken in charge Ly Tost No. 84, of which
Post Comrade Ren bad wveen n charler
member, and from bere were taken to Lit-
tle  Brithin  Township, in  Lancaster
County, ta the home of his sister, Mra:
William Back, where the finnl serviees
were Lield under charge of the Rey, 1. J.
MeClean, pastor of the Little DBritain
Preshyterian Church.  In addition to the
religions serviees, adilresses wore mnde by
AMuj, Fulton, of Oxford, Pa., an intimate
friewd of Judze Rea from boyhood days,
and Ly Col. Robert 5. Beath, for the (G,
A I

The interment was in the same plot in
the chureheyard where Judge Ren’s father
and mother sod other relatives are buried.

The services at the grave were under
charge of Post 81, of Lancaster, assisted
by members of ' the Posts at Quarryville
and Osford. | A lagge number of mourn-
ing relutives and fricuds were also pres-

v AL
onl.

Tur decision ins the Supreme Court
against Adpiral Dewey and his men
tnrned on o pure technieality. The Conrt
found that 't]uj;llvﬂ which the Admiral
led into Muuils Bay was superior, ship
for ship, to (he Sponish fleet if the shore
batteries, m,'l'u'{ﬂ‘,' aud torpedoes were not
cotgidered. Taking these intoaccount, how-
ever, the Americans encountered n strong-
Iy superior force.  Buot the law govern-
ing the distribution of prize money, booty
aml rewards, containg no mention of land
batteries, torpedoes or mines, so that these
could not be considered, and the swit was
therefore dismissed.

Tue humor of the campnign begins up-
roarionsly with that veciferous anti-trust
champion, Tammany, ruuning the mean-
est kind of a trust, and one most oppres-
sive upon the poor people—an joe trost,
which trelles the eost of the artiele to
workingmen and their familics,

ALY

Ve{erdm

Coprrighiod, 1399, by the pabiishers of Tz NaTioNAL
Tanrxe

An Exciting Dash Across the Wide Valley.

Eight sorricr, more tired or hungrier
Loys never erawled out of o cedar thicket
than Si and his companions, when they
were waked up, in the forenoon, by the
hroiling heat of the sun and the sting-
ing of Jittle clouds of fierce gnats.

They had in that little band fatigne
enough for a_hard-murched company, and

hunger sufficient for a regiment.
ry tendon and musele seemed to
have the toosthache, from the excited

rushes af the day before,
81 had not only had his face badly
seratched and torn by the brosh, but

TN

oF

“Yor AINT WHAT MIGHT BE CALLED A CIRCTS Bl—:.\l“!’_‘f YOURSELFE,"” SAID SIL

pison had gotten into the wounds, and
Lis conntenanee was so puffed up that he
coull gearcely open his eyes.  Shorty was
similurly affeeted, and several of the
vthers were searcely better off.

Itubling his eyes as open as he conld
get them, 8i slipped cautlously forward to
the vdge of the woods 1o reconnoiter.,

The sonnd of a eracked iron bell toll-
ing the eall to churech fell npon his ears.
Sunday hud been so long a forgotten thing
:I_mt this reminder ¢f the holy day startied
.

“It mnst be Sonday in Injiany, too,”
he thonzht, and with the thought rushed
up swiltiy pictures of his father, mother,
sisters, Annabel and the neighbors meet-
ing on that warm Sabbuth morning under
the walnuts and the talip trees in front
of the denr little Baptist Chareh on the
banks of Beanblossom Creek, near the
Wabash., ‘The misery of his situation
came strongly upon him.© Would he ever
see that church and his loved ones agoin?

When he eame to where the eodars be-
gan to thin out he saw, but a few hundred
(BT a log church, standing in a
grove of onks and pines. Preo-
ple were coming up, on horseback, fre-
guentiy riding double, with the wife or
danzhter seated beliind the husband or
father. Sometimes the man carried a
childd in bis arms; sometimes the mother
ol n baby in hers. OW men and women
ambled up sedately on horses long past
the'r youthful prime, 2 few young and
middle-aged men, all in rebel uniforms,
and all showing some evidence of severe
wounds, arrived on younger animals, and
biixom, roistering girls, generally in langh-
ing, chattering bevies, swept up on spir-
ited fillies.  Far more women than men
were in the assemblage, and a large pro-
portion of these were in mourning,

Ax they dismouuted they tied their
hiorses to the trees, and stood abont, ex-
changing grectings and gossip, until the
el of the ringing should give the signal
to enter the chureh.

Beyond the church spread a wide, un-
dulating  valley, cleavred of its  forest
growth, fenced into fields, and dotted with
farm honses, It was by far the finest and
richest part of Georgin they had yet seen,
and resembled the Blue Grass region of
Kentueky.

“Looks some like the Wabash Valley,”
remarked Shorty, who had come up be-
side Si. “A poor counterfeit, not caleu-
lntedd to deceive, a8 the Lank detectors
suy.”

“*Yes; but wish it dido't so much. Wish
it had more eover in it.  No clinnee to git
iip to any o them honses, and git some-
thing to eat. And it lays right nerost our
way 1o them mountaing. How are we
ever goin’ to git over it without bein®
aven ¥

“Say, Si, I'm hungey enongh to chinnee
nonything, How would it do to wait an-
til the sermon’s well wider way, jump on
thom hosses, and skip out on n dead run?
W'l zain them woods over yonder and
the hills hefore they could git their wits
togethicr nod take after vs”

“Wouldn't think of it,"” said Si, Jdecis-
ively, "That'd be hoss-stealin® aud grand
lareeny, and in broad daylight, on San-
day mornin® and from churceh people, too.
Besides, it'd stir vp the whele country,
ag it enght to—citizens as well as sol-
diers,”

“Well, T shoulidn’t think that a man
with such & mog on him as you've got
this mormin® would besitate at anything.
I wonldn't trust a man lookin® as you do
now with a meal o' vittels for his stary-
in® grandmother, ' tnke in the 4-
ponnders at night, it I knowed you were
.'||,'ull!l|L"

“You ain't what mizht be enlled a efr-
cns beauty vourself,” said 8i, holding open
his eves with his fingers, to take @ good
survey of his partner.  “Your face looks
even worse'n mine feels. An Injianny
Constable who wonldn't arrvest that phiz
ot sispivion wouldn't be thought worth
hiw sali'”

“Then let’s act up to our mngs. I
wo've got the name; let’s have the game,
Let's jmmp on them hosses, and light ont.
You take that roan down there under that
serith pine.  I'H take that bay by the oak.
Let the vest mdunt them young fillics of
the girls’.”

“No'' gnid Si, firmly, “I'm ugly
enongh, I konow, to steal clothes off a line
at night, amd robh meat-houses, but it
haint strack in yit so's 1 kin git above
petty lavevny, and 30 days in jail. I may
come to penitentinry offenses in time, but
1 ain’t quite up to 'em yit. I it wasn't
Sunday, and broad daylight, and that
preacher in there givin® out the openin’
hymn, 1 mizlit feel different.”

Si leaned against the cedar, and lis-
tened to the volome of song which welled
out of the chureh, and he geemed to for-
get for the moment that there was any
steh a thing as funger and sorrow and
prison escapes in the world—nothing but
another little country church “up in God’s
eountry,” hundreds of miles away by the
map, bat as remote as it on the other side
of the globe, in the existing conditions,

“Well, I like singin' as well's the next
man,” said Shorty wrritably, after watch-
ing him for a few minutes, “but I never
eould abide it on an empty stomach. When
1 listen to muosic I want my Imll{ mil, I
can’t stand that yowling now. I'm goin’
over here to. the other side to see if I
can’t see a house that promises some
clnee for grub.”*

He was gone some time, but came back
ngain ns  the singing  eceased, and the
preacher started to give ont his text, to
find Si still leaning against the tree listen-
ing raptly.

“I ¢an't see n ghost of a chanee,”=he
beman,  “All them houses stand out in
the open like these, and"'—

“Flist, listen to the text,” i:ttt-rmptwll
SL
up clear and distinet on the hot air,

“The text to which I shall juvite your |
nttention this morning, beloved brethren
and sisters;, will be found in the 12th
chapter of the prophet Jeremiah, 12th
and 13th verses—

“The spoilers are come npon nlri the
hizh places throngh the wililerness™—

“Great Seott, 1 wonder if that means
Sherman's  nekehelly  tuken  Atlaniy?”
whispered 8i, hopefally.

“More likely that Grant’s took Rich-
mond,” retarned his pariner.  “Ele was in
a place ealled the Wilderness the last-we
lll‘ﬂrllo“

“For the sword of the Lord shall de-
vour:- from the one end of the land even
to the other end of the land. No flesh
shall hawe pence,’

“Let it devonr,” mormored Shorty.
“That's iis- little biz. That's .what it's
for.: That's what we git $13 a month for.
Aud T ghoulidl like a fittle piece of flesh,
wyself—sny 10 pound &« ham.”

“They have gown wheat but shall reap
thorus,” continued the preacher.  “They
bave put themselves to pain, but shall
ot profit.”

“Thovght we were sowing mainly Minie
ballets and 12-pound shells, and old

clothes,” whispered Shorty: “and reapin’
dead men, and prisoners, and banks o red
mid. He peed'nt botber "bout what it'll
profit us, That's our look-out. Well, yon
kin stay, Si, and listen to the sermon, and
find out whether Sherman’s took Atlanty,
or Graat Richmond. I'm golng’ to pirout
around on the other side, and see what
chance there is there for grub. The boys
are simply starving, and I feel as holler
as a stove-pipe."”

“It's a basket meeting,” said 8i to him-
self after the sermon was well under
wiay, as a couple of old negroes drove up
with some ancient ecarryalls, from which
they procecded to take various supplies of
food and deposit them nnder the trees.
He had noticed before that many of the
people had brought bags probably contain-
ing food on their horses. *It won't never
do to let Shorty and the boys see this.
I’ make "em plum erazy. I must move
‘emt oyver somewhere elze.'”

“There ain’t a sign of a chance around
there,” =aid Shorty, coming up at the mo-
ment.  “If anything it's worse than it is
on this side. I just can't stand it to see
Pete sittin® np there cryin’ beeanse he's
s0 hungry. I'm goin’ to rush down there
amnd groh some o' that stuff, no matter
what the consequences”

“For the Lond's sake, don't, Shorty,”
said Si, with all the earnestuess he
could pot into his voice, and grasping
his partner’s arm. “It'll spile all. There's
able-bodied men enough there to lick us in
a minute, and then we're done for."

His remonstrance might not have
availed had it not been reinforced by the
arrival of a squad of conscripters, who at
that time made it a point to be present at
all public gntherings. The people gener-
ally welcomed them, for they were all dis-
ablid soldiers, well known in the neigh-
borhood, and invited them to join in and
share their food, to which the conscripters
were quite willing. But two of the
younger wives, with babes in their arms,
sereamed when they saw the squad ride
up and their husbands lost all appetite
for their food,

“Come, Reub and Vanee,” said the of-
ficer in command. “you'll both have to go
along with us. We'uns done come over
hyah partienlarly fer you'us. Yo're well
cnough o' yer wounnds ter go back, and
the army’s powerfully in need of every
man.  Men moch wuss off than yo'uns've
had ter go, aud yo'uns've had a long spell
at home."

Shorty saw, with dismay, that, what-
over the effect of the visit of the con-
seripters on the appetites of the congrega-
tion, their own were of saw-mill vigor.

“There won't be no core left,” he whis-
pered to Sk “Them whelps acts if they
hadn’t had anything to eat for a vear.
They're even eracking the chicken bones
and sueking the marrow ont. I hate to
see men make hoss o themselves and not
know how to act at table.”” -

The wives of the men ordered to the
front made pitiful pleas to the officer in
command. but the ntmost concession they
conld  obtain was that their husbands
mizht he allowed to take them home, bBut
nst report at the railrond station in the
murning and join the others being sent
forwamnl,

The joy of the meeting had faded for
the heavy-hearted conseripts and  their
wives.  They bade a sorrowful adien to
their brethren and sisters of the church,
the men monnted their borses, took their
wives, each holding @ babe in her arms,
behind them, and slowly wended home-
ward, while the eonseripters rude off in
search of fresh victims,

The bell tolled again, with a heart-
breaking  inflection in it this  time, it
seemed, and the congregaton  gathered
again in the church for the second serviee,

“Phe spoilers are come upon ail high
places throngh the wilderness,” announced
the preacher, resuming his sermon.

_ USL" said Shorty, “there’s no use talk-
in'.  The only thing to do is to jnmp
them hosses and lght out acrost the val-
ley. The boys is crazy with hunger, and
weak sl limber as wet rags.  If we wait
till miglit they won’t be able to march a
mile.  We never kin git them acrost that
valley walkin'.  Besides, it nin't stealing
the hossés.  It's only borryin® ‘em. We'll
let the hosses go after we git acrost the
valley into the woods, and thes'll be
picked up and returned to the owners., For
my own part, 1 ain't se blasted squeamish
about takin' rebel hosses, wherever yon
find "em. But yon always was different.”

“Well,” said Si, overpersuaded, “let’s
do it. But only take men's hosses, ve
the women's alone, as far az you kin. I'll
fuke that bay, which belongs to the
preacher, who's  been  lambasting  the
Union and preaching straight treason in
there right along. You take that roan.
He belongs to a fellow that 1 think is one

thongh.
The preacher’s strong voice ﬂnal‘.ﬁllr:m'r soe noboily, exeept them conscripts

lof the oon

the right through the woods,
this simply boeeanse it wandered from tlie

anhly follow. It

I've bin watehin® the valley, and

going home, Eversbody else seems to be
here at church. 1 hope they are.”

They wailed patiently a Iong quarter of
an howr. Then, ns the preacher thun-
deredd ont, with mabated vigor his text.
“Ihe =peilers are come upon all the high
places throuzh the wildomess,” Si began
sliding from teee to teee for the preach-
or's bay. Shorty stopped to see Pote
safely rench and monnt a spirited eolt,
sml turned hisa sttention to the denenn's
rann.  So far they had besn unobserved
by the attentive wr somnolent memlors
gregution.. But as Shorty Iaid
Toss the pammel and put his
stirtnp a boy's voice piped out

fils zun =
Lriot in the
shirilly

“0), dad, thar's same men out thar a-
ridin® off ver o™

Instantly they were all fn the endille
and. dashing down the ad, At the tumn
they retod n little gnd Joaked back 10
see the people swarming ont of the vhor
like boes il hive, nnd
talking nr T

“The preacher ses b throwing nn-
nsual soml inte the exet abircved
Shorty, erimlyr. “He's out the best hoss
in the lot.  He hanily expected his tost
o come triue so soon, and the spoilers
come down upon his thoronghbeed throngh
the wildernesa.™

“*“They'll have floot stends that follow,”
said young Eochinvar,” quoted Mouty,
remembering his schonl-room declamation
for the first time in weeks, “We got the
pick o the lor.'

“Come on, come on.” said Si  “This
ain’t ne time for Friday afternoon exer-
eisps.

His guick glones hod showed him that
the one-armed and otherwise maimed
rebel soldiers were not wasting time in
talking, bat were untying amd mounting
their horses for pursnit.

The horses were fresh and vigorous,
and went at a fervific pace, but Si was
good enongh horseiun teo know that, as
the chaze promised to be a long one, it
would not be well to wind his animals at
the ontset. They had a full half-mi'e the
start of their pursuers and wonld be wis-
est to keep abont that distance ahead for
awhile at least, and not over-exert his
steedd in that kot weather. He would
thns have ™ reserve for emergencies and
the finish, Therefore, after he had gnined
abont a mile on thase following, he slowed
down, halted, gave the horseés time to
breathe awhile, amd then to drink., While
he was doing this the pursuers lessened
the distance to probably half a mile.
Shorty, who wus carefnlly watching them
from a short distance in the rear, ex-
elnimed with disgusi:

“Blasted, if that feller in the lead ain't
that measly old prescher. He jumped on
the best hoss we left—that blaze-faced
sarrel—that I had a notion to take—trust
a preacher to pick out the best hoss at a
minnte’s notice—and he rides like an In-
jun—or a preacher. I'm afeared he's a
hetter hoss than the one Sandy Baker's
a_ridin’. Blast a rebel preacher, anyvhow.
No good on eerth but to preach treason
and stir up trouble. Wish I had my old
Springfield for five minutes. There’'d he
4 charge somewhere without a reggerly
ordained pastor.”

Si led the squad nhend again at a -
lop, and soon widened out the gap
tween it and its pursuers, who were evi-
dently not conserving their horses’
strength in that broiling sun. Several
men stopped and rode slowly off, as if
their horses were exhansted, and one man
was walking and leading his. The
preacher and two or three of the wounded
rebels seemed to be managing  their
borses better than the rest, and drawing
far shead of them. What was far more
dangerons, the preacher seemed to know
short euts in the route, by which he conld
lt'l;lake gains, and to lead unerringly through

I,

As Si stopped for one of his custom-
ary breathing spells, Shorty was startled
to see the preacher dash out of ona of
these ents through the woods not 800
yards away, and shont encourngingly to
his companions to come omn, that their
prey was in hand.

“Great Jehosephat, T must stop him,
somehow,"” said Shorty, leaping from
saddle, and taking position behind a
clump of bushes in a fence-corner. He
thrust the rifle-barrel through the bushes,
and drew a bead on the blaze in the face
of the preacher’s horse. “I hain’t no hopa
that that cap’s any good, after the wet
it's bin throngh,” he thought as he cocked
the gun; “but this is the time to try
whether it is or not. If it ain't, I'll have
to knock that old Bible-banger off with
the barrel.”

He waited until the cher was Ix
good easy 100 yards, and then pulled the
trigger. To his gratification as well as

some sarprise the report instantly fol-
lowed, and the preacher’s horse fell over
g}: dhim, arresting the rush of those bee

Shorty's first impulse was to fling away
the now nseless gun as an incumbrance in
the rush he had to make to caich up with
Si, but he reconsidered. “No; a gun is
dangerous without lock, stock or barrel
as the old woman said who was licketf
with the ramrod. I'll keep it. It may do
to scare with, if nothing else.”

It was well that he did so. The sight
of it in his hand deterred the rebels from
closing in on him.

It was now near sunset, with hours of
daylight vet, and the haven of refuge in
the wooded foothills still miles away, A
new danger appeared in bodies of men,
apparently aroused by messengers, or sig-
naled by the blowing of horns, riding
toward their road by converging routes,
As these had fresher horses, they might
cut them off before they reached the hills,

This was one of the emergencies which
Si had anticipated and for which he was
reserving his horses™ strength., Now had
come the time to use every ounce of
strength left in the animals, and they
lashed them forward mercilessly. Twilight
was coming on, but the woods and hills
were still nearly a mile away, while o
party was bearing down on their right
and another on their left, with the
preacher’s sqnad coming up somewhere
behind.,  Sandy Baker's horse fell under
him. At Sandy's call, Si looked around,
and saw that the beast was exhausted.
The end was near for the rest.  Si leaped
from his horse, and ealled to the rest to
do the same. They turned the animals’
heads in the direction whence they had
come, and started them back with sharp
cuts from the switches they had used for
whips, hoping that in the darkuess they
waonld encounter the parties coming from
different directions, and throw them into
n confusion which wonld delay porsuic.
They ran forward a little ways on the
vond, and eiame to a path running of to
They took

rond which their pursuers wonld prob-
led to a cabin not far
from the bank of a deep creek running

at the base of the hills. They turned
toward the eveck to aveid the cabin, snd
found in the water a large tulip-tree cunoe
tied with a grape-vine to an overhanging
root. The canoe would barely carry them
all, but they entered it, pulled it loose, and
let it float down with tL

Shorty pushing it from time to time with
poles to keep it in  midstream.
rested and thought and planned while
they flonted for a eouple of hours. Then
thinking they had doubled enough to con-
fuse pursnit, they landed at a road on the
opposite bank, and started again for the
hi{s. Blut they dco;ll(‘li only drag them-
selves along, an scarcely strength
enough to hide in the weads .

o current, Si and

They

by the road-

o' the deacons, and I saw him when them |side nt the sound of appreaching hoofs.

women was pleading for their hushands,
winkin' to that Lootenant not to let up
on em. ring down the boys, and let
us pick out the six nest best hosses, and
assign ‘em to "em, 50 's there won't be any

mule,
road, and commanded, “Halt.*

the voive of an old

8i saw that it was & negro riding a
He stepped to the middle ol_rs;.hc

“Dat's all rizht, paterole gemmen,” said
serenely and con-

left that kin overtake us. fidently. *I's Muassa Small's Eph-
This ocenpied but a minute or two. raim, and I done got a Hyah hit
It was pow more than an hour past[is. Yo'll see hit's all rig ,I’s done bin

noon, and the sun was beginning his
downward course.

“Hadn't we better wait o fow min-
utes? inquired Shorty, “until they git
more interested in the sermon?*

“They've probably more interested now
than they will be later on,* answerad Si,
“Ent if we wait a quarter of an hour or
56 the lending men will be asleep.  The
et enonzh to make “em drowsy., That'll
give us five or six honrs of daylizht yit,

to git aerost the valley and into them | God.” ejaculated the old man
woods,  That is, it we have luck, There's

no tellin® what we may strike down there,

oveh ter mecting on de erick.

patrols,” said 8§, boldly.
prisoners, escaped from Andersonville, and
we're in a great deal of trouble,
nearly starved to death,
that we can hardly deag one foot after
another. L
to go to hide, and, if you kin, to git us
something, we don't care what, to eat,”

ment.

t, but we're not
“We're Yankee

“Your pass is all righ

We're
and are so tired
We want you to direct us where

For de lub of

in amazes

“Yankee prisoners!

[To be continued.}




